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PREFACE

The Annual Employment Survey of Sri Lanka is being conducted
annually since 1971 by the Statistics Division of the Department of Labour.
This Survey was started with the objective of measuring the levels and trends
of the organized sector employment of the country over a period of time. The
survey covers establishments having five or more paid employees in Private
Sector and semi government establishments in Public Sector. Data is
collected by using the postal survey method. This is the twenty sixth report in
the series and first in this millennium . Although this is a national level survey,
coverage of Northern and Eastern Provinces were badly affected due to the
disturbed situation in these areas.

Coverage of survey was badly affected due to the non availability of a
complete list of establishments for the whole country and also the method of
data collection. These factors have affected totals of the survey results, but
other main findings of survey such as distribution of organized sector
employment among major divisions of industries, changes of employment
among major industries over the period of time and gender distribution in
organized sector employment are very useful findings of survey.

Planning and the execution of the survey was done by Mr. H.D.R.G.
Peiris, Statistician and the staff of the Employment Survey Unit of the
Statistics Division with the assistance of Mr. D.N. Jayakodige, Senior
Statistician under the guidance and directions of Mr. A. Kahanda, Deputy
Director, who was responsible for the preparation of the final report.

Data processing activities of the survey was done by the Data
Processing Division and the printing of cover page and final compilation of this
publication was handled by the Printing Division of the Department of Census
& Statistics. | extend my sincere thanks to all these officials who have
contributed their services to the survey and the publication of the report.

Finally, | wish to express my great appreciation to all the employers
who have responded to our request and for their co-operation for the
successful completion of the survey.

Mahinda Madihahewa
Commissioner General of Labour
Department of Labour,
Labour Secretariat,
Colombo 05.
02" November, 2001
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ANNUAL EMPLOYMENT SURVEY — 2000

INTRODUCTION

This is the 26™ publication in the series of “Annual Employment Survey”
report published by the Statistics Division of the Department of Labour. First
survey of this series was conducted in 1971 with the main objective of
collecting employment related information in the organized sector
establishments. The employment data by major industry, occupational groups
and by gender from the establishments with five or more paid employees in
Private Sector and the Semi-government institutions in Public Sector are covered
this Survey. Although the Survey planned to cover all the establishments with
five or more paid employees, the coverage of survey affected due to non
availability of complete list of establishments and the high non-response rate
owing to postal survey method.

Reference period for the survey was taken as last working day in the
month of June of that year(2000).

ANALYSIS OF THE SURVEY RESPONSE

Altogether 9,321 establishments from private and public sectors were
addressed for this survey of which 576 was closed or duplicate and 260
establishment disqualified due to less than five employees engaged or other
reason. Therefore 8,485 (91%) establishments were eligible for the survey. As
shown in Table |, out of 8,485 establishments, only 5,658 responded by
furnishing relevant data. It shows 2,827 or 33% establishments were not

responded.

TABLE | - ANALYSIS OF RESPONSE - 2000

Sector No. of
Establish- No. of Estabs. Outside the Scope | No. of No. of Non Responding
ment of the Survey eligible Reporting Estabs.
Addressed Estabs. Estabs.
Closed Nilor less | Total Number %
duplicate | than5
etc. employees
Public 1935 92 13 105 1830 1668 162 8.8
Private 7386 484 247 731 6655 3990 2665 40.0
TOTAL 9321 576 260 836 8485 5658 2827 33.3




Table Il shows distribution of reporting establishments and employment by
districts. Total no. of establishments covered in the survey has increased from
4,897 in previous year to 5,658 year 2000 by 15.5 percent and also employment
coverage increased by 15.9 percent. Out of total employment 26.8 percent is
reported from Colombo District and second highest reported from Gampaha
District which is 18.7 percent, from the total of 5,658 reported. Out of total
reported establishments 30.5 percent or 1,727 establishments are from Colombo
District and second highest no. of establishments are reported from Gampaha

District.

TABLE Il - TOTAL NUMBER OF REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS
AND EMPLOYMENT BY DISTRICTS

District 1994 1997 2000
All Economic Activities All Economic Activities All Economic Activities
No. Total No. Total No. Total
Of Estab. Employment Of Estab. | Employment of Employment
' Estab.

Colombo 971 106,839 1,415 238,108 1,727 276,392
Kalutara 234 44,314 327 43,460 369 52,113
Gampaha 228 45,594 514 133,229 635 192,738
Kandy 338 51,543 296 45,162 344 48,555
Matale 80 12,553 81 9,049 101 10,165
Nuwara-Eliya 201 106,364 179 91,189 252 131,481
Galle 241 30,414 288 29,752 285 33,472
Matara 296 23,665 326 27,536 271 30,846
Hambantota 79 3,042 76 4,264 93 6,573
Jaffna 28 2,480 34 3,631 44 4,322
Mannar 7 - 147 9 198 11 233
Vavuniya 9 237 13 25 18 747
Mullaitivu 2 66 3 134 1 12
Kirinochchi 7 1,760 21 5,720 4 36
Batticaloa 29 2,236 37 3,007 40 2,935
Ampara 46 3,214 63 2,743 61 3,461
Trincomalee 30 1,862 28 1,975 41 4,082
Kurunegala 273 14,122 245 17,391 254 30,217
Puttalam 192 9,503 236 10,720 220 10,587
Anuradhapura 112 5,721 116 8,337 128 14,837
Polonnaruwa 62 3,568 54 2,223 69 5,066
Badulla 199 60,669 223 63,226 214 64,739
Monaragala 32 8,141 43 17,030 41 13,920
Ratnapura 220 43,420 242 44,386 256 49,248
Kegalle 134 26,858 172 35,327 177 43,590
Total 4215 792,976 5,042 841,604 5,658 1,030,388




TABLE Ill- NUMBER OF ESTABLISHMENTS SUBMITTING RETURNS AND

TOTAL EMPLOYMENT e e S

Year as Both Sectors
at end Private Sector Public Sector ,
of June 5 .

No.of Total % to | No,of Total No.of | % to No.of Total No. % to

Reporting No.of Total Reporting | Employe- Total | Reporti | of Total

Estabs. Emplo- Estabs. es -ng Employees

yees Estabs.

1989 2146 139786 26.1 1379 396675 73.9 3525 536461 | 100.0
1990 3390 287624 377 1857 475360 62.3 5247 762984 | 100.0
1991 2638 261342 32.7 2040 538008 67.3 4678 799350 | 100.0
1992 2077 235288 36.4 1855 410701 63.6 3932 645989 | 100.0
1993 2568 325885 447 1973 403271 55.3 4541 729156 | 100.0
1994 2383 382045 482 1832 410931 51.8 4215 792976 | 100.0
1995 2534 521406 54.9 1797 427736 451 4331 949142 | 100.0
1996 3831 750724 68.9 1609 338963 31.1 5440 1089687 | 100.0
1997 3572 589319 70.0 1470 252285 30.0 5042 841604 | 100.0
1998 3910 651127 65.7 1818 340624 343 5728 991751 | 100.0
1999 3340 630263 72.8 1557 | 236045 27.2 4897 866308 | 100.0
2000 3990 740643 71.9 1668 || 289745 28.1 5658 1030388 | 100.0

INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT o

To monitor the employment changes, index numbers of employment were
calculated in each year. Due to change of response from establishments year
to year, it is not possible to use total employment to compute index number of
employment. From past experience it has been evidence that the well
organized establishments with larger workforce continue to response regularly
over the years. Hence for the computation of index number of employment,
establishments which responded over two consecutive year were matched each
year. Taking year 1971 as the base year “link relative method “ has been used
for computation an “Index Number of Employment” for whole country as well as
each industry division. These index numbers were calculated by dividing the
current year employment by the previous year corresponding figure for each
major industry division and then linking up by multiplying the previous year
index.

(&N




TABLE IV - INDEX NUMBER OF EMPLOYMENT BY MAJOR INDUSTRY
DIVISION AND SECTOR
Major Industry Public Sector Private Sector Both Sectors
Division

1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 2000

1.Agriculture, 116.1 | 113.6 | 110.9 112.0 | 101.8 | 101.9 { 100.1 98.4 | 107.5 | 107.2 105.2 | 103.6
Hunting,
Forestry & Fishing

2.Mining and
Quarrying 20.7 23.2 22.2 155 | 112.8 | 103.2 81.9 78.8 30.2 33.8 320 | 228

3.Manufacturing 103.4 | 118.3 95.7 1046 | 165.2 | 1717 { 1706 | 173.4 | 157.5 | 165.2 158.6 | 162.4

4.Electricity, Gas 165.1 | 168.1 | 156.2 164.6 55.8 55.7 49.4 422 | 1595 | 162.1 1506 | 157.1
& Water

5.Construction 51.0 54.0 37.7 40.6 | 129.1 | 1250 | 1364 | 132.8 99.9 | 104.1 80.3 | 809

6.Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 205.1 | 216.1 | 202.6 198.5 | 1834 | 190.2 | 193.8 | 196.5 | 170.6 | 178.5 170.8 | 169.5

Restaurants &
Hotels

7.Transport,
Storage 238.7 | 252.1 | 254.8 240.0 | 137.2 78.2 79.4 77.6 | 249.8 | 2515 2542 | 2399

& communication

8.Financial,
Insurance,
Real Estate and 119.0 | 1344 97.5 98.9 85.3 817 83.3 91.5 | 106.0 | 114.0 88.6 91.9

Business
Services

9.Community,Social
and Personal 57.7 56.6 47.2 46.5 | 106.5 | 108.2 | 1428 | 148.1 | 136.4 | 135.2 118.5 | 1189

Services

ALL INDUSTRIES 119.5 | 124.8 | 110.2 108.8 | 168.1 | 1699 | 1686 | 168.7 | 118.0 | 121.0 1146 | 114.2

Table IV shows the Index Number of Employment by Major Industry Division and
sector for the year 1997 to 2000. Increase of Indices are reported mainly in
Manufacturing, Electricity, Gas & Water, Finance & Business Services. Where
as Mining and Quarrying sector shows major decrease in both the public and
Private sectors. In the Private Sector, Financial and Personal Services sectors
shows remarkable increases.

Table V shows change of employment by industry divisions

H>
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DDINATLE COCOTAD

- CHANGES IN EMPOYMENT BETWEEN 1999 AND 2000 TAKING COMMON ESTABLISHMENTS WHICH FURNISHED RETURNS FOR BOTH YEARS
PRI IC SFCTOR

TABLE V
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DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT

HiDINNILW I A —m—m—————

Percentage distribution of employment by maijor divisions of industry and
sectors as well as major occupational categories and sectors are shown in
Tables VI and VIl. Employment distribution by major industry division shows
share of manufacturing sector has increase from 30.6 percent in 1999 to 39.0
percent in 2000 where as Agricultural sector has decreased from 36.4 percent to
28.6 percent during same period.

TABLE VI - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY
MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees
Major Industry 1998 1999 2000
Division
Public Private Total Public Private Total Public | Private Total
Sector | Sector Sector | Sector Sector | Sector
1 Agriculture, 22.5 44.3 36.8 5.9 47.8 36.4 10.8 355 28.6
Forestry
& Fishing
2. Mining & 0.9 0.1 0.4 1.4 0.0 0.4 1.0 0.1 0.3
Quarrying
3. Manufacturing 10.6 42.1 31.3 8.0 39.0 30.6 9.0 50.8 39.0
4. Electricity, Gas & 4.4 0.3 1.7 71 0.3 2.2 5.5 0.1 1.6
Water
5. Construction 34 1.0 1.8 2.2 0.9 1.2 1.9 1.3 1.4
6. Wholesale &
Retail Trade, 127 4.8 7.5 17.2 46 8.0 143 4.2 7.0
Restaurants
& Hotels
7. Transport & 21.0 1.0 7.9 26.6 0.7 7.8 23.9 0.8 7.3
Storage
8. Financial & 11.2 3.0 5.8 17.0 37 7.3 14.2 2.6 5.8
Insurance
& Business
Services
9. Community, 13.3 3.4 6.8 14.6 3.0 6.1 19.4 4.5 8.7
Social &
Personal Services
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




Distribution of Employees by Major Occupational Categories shows employment
increase in Administrational and Managerial groups and Professional, Technical
and Related Workers group. Major declined shows in Unskilled Workers group
from 37.5 percent to 35.8 percent.

TABLE VIi- PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES & SECTOR

Percentage Distribution of Employees
Occupational
Groups
1998 1999 2000
Public Private Total Public Private Total Public Private Total
Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector Sector
1. Administrative & 3.3 2.4 27 4.5 2.2 2.8 4.8 2.7 3.3
Managerial
2 Professional, 11.3 6.2 7.9 12.8 5.5 7.5 134 6.6 8.5
Technical, &
Related
Workers
3 Clerical & Related 23.6 6.7 125 30.7 6.5 13.1 275 6.9 12.7
Workers
4, Sales Workers 4.9 1.9 3.0 6.0 2.3 3.3 5.5 23 3.2
5. Foreman & 3.5 3.1 3.3 3.0 34 3.3 3.3 3.8 3.7
Supervisors
6. Skilled & Semi 20.6 36.1 30.7 23.0 36.1 325 211 374 32.8
Skilled
7. Un-skilled 32.8 43.6 39.9 20.0 44.0 375 24.4 40.3 35.8
Workers
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0




Table VIII shows number and percentage of women employees to total
employees by major division of industries. It shows a remarkable increase of
female participation in manufacturing sector as well as increase of female
participation in construction sector.

TABLE VIl - NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO
TOTAL EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR DIVISION OF INDUSTRY 1997- 2000

Major Industry NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Division
1997 1998 1999 2000
No. % No. % No % No %

Agriculture, Forestry 140,894 51.2 | 193,765 53.1 | 167,316 53.1 | 157,164 53.4
& Fishing
Mining & Quarrying 675 18.6 564 14.9 313 9.1 366 11.2
Manufacturing 171,573 59.5 180,139 58.0 | 161,870 61.1 | 262,091 65.1
Electricity, Gas & 1,368 17.8 1,202 7.0 1456 7.6 1,402 8.2
Water
Construction 2,313 12.6 2,163 12.0 1,001 9.3 2,551 16.6
Wholesale & Retail
Trade, Restaurants 18,327 26.6 20,980 28.0 20,512 29.5 20,710 28.5
& Hotels
Transport & Storage 4,537 8.0 7,203 9.2 4,205 6.3 6,091 8.1
Financing, Insurance 18,095 29.7 17,423 30.3 21,074 33.3 18,151 30.1
Real Estates &
Business Services
Community, Social & 16,438 31.6 20,714 30.6 16,470 30.9 27,015 30.1
Personal Services

ALL WORKERS 374,220 445 | 444,153 44.8 | 394,217 455 | 495,541 48.1




bl

As shown in Table IX Women participation by major occupational categories has
increased in all the major groups. Highest increase of participation shows skilled
and Semi-skilled and Foreman & Supervisors groups. Detail distribution of
industrial and occupational categories are shown in table X

TABLE IX- NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL
EMPLOYEES BY MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES-1997-2000

Major Occupational NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN EMPLOYEES TO TOTAL EMPLOYEES
Category
1997 1998 1999 2000
No % No % No % No %
Administrative & 4217 17.3 5,573 20.6 4,530 184 7,206 21.3
Managerial
Professional, 15,494 27.2 22,795 | 29.0 17,614 271 28,629 32.6
Technical, & .
Related Workers
Clerical & Related 42,086 39.5 48,264 39.0 45,601 40.2 53,931 41.3
Workers
Sales Workers 7,561 26.6 8,600 29.1 8,733 30.4 10,342 315 |
Foreman &
Supervisors 6,588 22.8 6,864 21.2 6,549 23.1 10,714 28.2
Skilled & Semi 127,032 52.5 159,773 52.4 148,728 52.8 193,701 57.3
Skilled
Un-skilled 171,242 48.3 192,284 48.6 162,462 50.1 191,018 51.7
Workers
ALL WORKERS 374,220 445 | 444,153 44.8 394,217 455 495.541 48.1
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