
It is seen that, women are more likely than men to be economically inactive. As explained above,  32 
percent of  males of working age  population are remained outside the labour force compared with 64 
percent of  females. One of the main reasons for this is that, women are far more likely than men to take 
time out of the labour market to care for their family. Table 9 shows the main reasons for economically 
inactivity by gender.

Table 9 : Reasons for economically inactivity 
by sex - 2006
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Figure 6: Reasons for economically 
inactivity by gender - 2006

It is also seen that,  within the economically 
inactive population, 52 percent of women 
said  they were engaged in housework 
compared with 4 percent of men. Men were 
more likely to be inactive due to studying  
showing  60 percent, compared with 27 
percent of inactive women.

This gives some sense of reasons, that is why 
women find it difficult to enter the labour 
market. 

Figure 7  : Reasons for economically 
inactivity – Both  Sexes - 2006

3.6 The characteristics of the “economically inactive’ Population

When the  inactive population by activity status is examined, it was found that more than 70 percent of the 
inactive population mainly engaged in studies or  household activities.




