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PREFACE

This publication contains statistics of physically disabled
persons enumerated at the 1981 Census of Population. 1981 has been
declared the Year of the Disabled by the United Nations and therefore,
priority was given to the tabulation of information collected at the
Census on physically disabled persons for early release of this infor-
mation. As the tabulation was done on our computer, printing by the
photo off-set process directly from the tables produced by the computer
cnabled this publication to be released so early. I have no doubt that
this statistical tabulation will be of considerable use to planners,
policy makers, social workers and others dealing with problems concerning
disabled persons.

02. Information on physicaT disability was not collected in the
1971 Census, although it had been collected in the earlier Censuses.
This subject was re-introduced at the 1last Census as 1981 was declared
the Year of the Disabled and also due to a special request from the
Ministry of Social Services. However, questions had to be limited on
physical disability and was not extended to cover mental disabilities
as it was difficult to obtain this information at a Population Census.

03. Section I of this publication contains tables showing the
districtwise distribution of the disabled persons while section 2
contains detailed cross-classifications of the disabled persons for the
three sectors by age, cause etc. Although the detailed cress-classifi-
cations have been made at the district level as well, these are not
being published on account of high costs.

W.A.A.S. Peiris,
Superintendent of Census,
and
Director of Census & Statistics.
Dept. of Census & Statistics,
No. 16/7, Albert Crescent,

P.0. Box 563,
Colombo 7.

25th November, 1981.
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INTRODUCTION

General:

At the 1981 Census of Population and Housing the information rela-
ting to physical disabilities was collected during the Preliminary Census
taken during the period 1st - 10th March, 1981. A special "Physical Infirmity
Schedule" was used to record the information. This schedule is reproduced in
the Appendix. '

For the purpose of the Census, totally blind, totally deaf and/or
dumb persons and persons with a disability in one or more legs or arms were
regarded as physically disabled. The coverage of physical disabilities at
the 1981 Census was broader in scope than at the 1946 and 1963 Censuses at
which only the totally blind, deaf-mutes and the crippled in both legs were ’
included as disabled. Information on physical disabilities was not collected
at the 1971 Census.

The purpose of this introduction is to highlight some major charac-
teristics of the disabled persons and make a brief comparative analysis with
the 1946 and 1963 Census statistics on the physically disabled.

The Blind

Only persons who were totally blind were regarded as physically
disabled and enumerated as blind. Persons with blindness in one eye or de-
fective sight were not regarded as blind. In 1981 there were 9,331 blind
persons as against 10,341 in 1963 and 4,602 in 1946.

TABLE I : BLIND PERSONS BY VARIOUS SUMMARY CHARACTERISTICS, 1946, 1963 & 1981

CENSUSES
1946 1963 1981
Number blind 4,602 10,341 9,331
Rate per 10,000 Population , 7 10 6.3
Percent blind from birth 22 20 33.0
Percent blind by age 15 58 46 60.8
Percent blind due to disease 63 49 32.9

Percent blind aged 60 and Over 31 ' 40 34.0
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The 1incidence of blindness shows a decline from a rate of 10 per
10,000 population in 1963 to 6 per 10,000 in 1981. However, the percentage

reported as blind from birth is 33% in 1981 while it was only 20% in 1963. On

the other hand the percentage blind due to disease has declined from 49% in
1963 to 33% in 1981.

754 or 8% of all the blind were reported as living in an institution
and of these a large majority (84%) were supported by the institution. 8,577
(or 92%) of the blind persons were living with their families or elsewhere
and the large majority of these (79%) were supported by their families or
relations. Only 496 (5.8%) of these had employment as their means of liveli-
hood.

The Deaf, Dumb and Deaf-mute

At the 1981 Census 3,459 persons were reported as deaf, 11,845 as
dumb and 9341 as deaf-mute (deaf and dumb). 1In the 1963 and 1946 Censuses
only the deaf-mute were taken as disabled. Hence comparison with the earlier
Census figures is only possible for the deaf-mute.

TABLE II : DEAF-MUTES BY VARIOUS SUMMARY CHARACTERISTICS, 1946, 1963 AND 1981

CENSUSES
1946 1963 1981
Number Deaf-mute 3,123 9,356 9,341
Rate per 10,000 population 5 9 6.3
Percent deaf-mute from birth N 84 92.4
Percent deaf-mute by age 15 97 93 97.2
Percent deaf-mute due to disease 7 9 3.3
Percent aged 60 years and over 5.9 - 4.6

The incidence rate of the deaf-mute in 1981 was 6.3 per 10,000 and
is low compared to the 1963 Census figure of 9 per 10,000 but higher than
the 1946 figure of 5 per 10,000. It may be possible that in 1963 some persons
who were only deaf or only dumb were included as deaf and dumb.
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92.4% of the deaf-mute were 50 from birth and only 3.3% became deaf
and dumb due to disease. This is in accord with the fact that deaf-mutism is
largely a congenital defect.

Among the deaf persons,45% were deaf since birth while 88% of the
dumb were 860 from birth.

TABLE III : DEAF, DUMB AND DEAF-MUTE PERSONS BY VARIOUS SUMMARY CHARACTERISTICS
1981 CENSUS

Deaf Dumb Deaf-Mute
Number 3,459 11,845 9,341
Rate per 10,000 2.3 8.0 6.3
Percent disabled from birth 44.8 88.4 92.3
Percent disabled by age 15 15.9 36.5 32.2
Percent disabled due to disease 21.4 5.3 3.3
Percent aged 60 and over 29.5 3.8 4.8

The incidence of dumbness (8.0 per 10,000) and deaf-mutism (6.3 per
10,000) is much higher than the incidence of mere deafness (2.3 per 10,000).

Close to 90% of both dumb and deaf-mute persons were so from birth
while only 45% of deaf persons were born deaf. The high percentage (29.5%)
of deaf persons aged 60 and over compared to those above this age who are
dumb (3.8%) or deaf-mute (4.8%) is probably because many old people have
become deaf due to disease.

Disease accounts for 21.4% of the deaf becoming so while it is in-
significant as a factor in causing dumbness or deaf-mutism.
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The Disabled in Hands

TABLE IV : THE DISABLED IN HANDS BY TYPE OF DISABILITY AND VARIOUS CHARACTERIS-

TICS - 1981 CENSUS

One Hand Both Hands
" Total

Loss Paralysis Loss Paralysis
Number 11,708 7,571 204 4,081 13,564
Percentage 12.6 55.8 1.5 30.1 100.0
percent disabled from birth 19.8 26.8 43.1 52.3 33.8
Percent disabled by age 15 43.3 57.1 61.3 72.3 59.9
percent disabled due to disease 10.2 36.3 17.2 22.9 28.7
percent disabled due to accident 48.7 14.6 14.7 5.2 16.0
Percent aged 60 years and over 18.0 25.6 17.9 14.5 21.2

A hand was considered lost if the part below the elbow was missing.
Loss of fingers was not considered as loss of hand. BY paralysis was meant
complete inactivity of the hand. A weakness in a hand was not regarded as

paralysis.

Of the 13,564 persons with disability in hands 204 or 1.5% suffered
from loss of both hands while 4,081 or 30.1% had both hands paralysed.

42 .6 percent of those with loss of both hands were afflicted from
birth while 52.3% of those paralysis of both hands had this disability from
birth. In the case of loss or paralysis of one hand the percentage afflicted
from birth was much less with 19.8% in the case of loss of one hand and 26.8%

in the case of paralysis of one hand.

Accident was a major cause only in the case of loss of one hand
with 48.7% such cases being due to accidents.



The Disabled in Legs

TABLE V : THE DISABLED IN LEGS BY TYPE OF DISABILITY AND VARIOUS CHARACTERIS-

TICS - 1981  CENSUS
One Leg Both Legs
Total

Loss Paralysis Loss Paralysis
Number 2,832 11,062 646 11,033 25,573
Percentage 11.1 43.3 2.5 43.1 100.0
Percent disabled from birth 10.0 30.4 34.8 50.8 37.1
Percent disabled by age 15 32.8 64.1 58.3 74.7 65.1
Percent disabled disease 29.5 36.3 29.6 26.2 31.0
Percent disabled accident 43.6 15.7 18.4 = 8.2 15.6
Percent aged 60 years and over 23.9 20.6 14.7 14.5 - 18.3

A leg was considered lost if the part below the knee was missing.
This includes the case of loss of the whole 1imb including the knee. Among
the disabled the large majority suffered from paralysis of one or both legs.
The percentage with paralysis in one leg was 43.3 while those with paralysis
of both legs was 43.1.

646 persons or 2.5% of the disabled in legs suffered loss of both
legs while 2,832 or 11.1% suffered loss of one leg.

The major cause of loss of one leg was accidents (43.6%) followed
by disease (29.5%). In the case of paralysis of one leg the majof cause was
disease (36.3%) followed by disability at birth. (30.4%)

In the case of loss of both legs, 34.8% were disabled at birth while
29.6 percent lost both legs due to disease. Accidents were responsible for
loss of both legs in only 18.4% of the cases.

50.8% of the persons paralysed in both legs were born with this
condition while 26.2% became so due to disease.
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| At the 1946 and 1963 Censuses only the crippled in both legs were
included under the physically disabled. The physically disabled persons re-
ported with loss or paralysis of both legs in 1981 may be taken as comparable
to the crippled in both legs. Table VI below gives the comparative figures.

"TABLE VI : THE CRIPPLED IN BOTH LEGS BY VARIOUS CHARACTERISTICS 1946, 1963
AND 1981 CENSUSES

1946 1963 1981
! Number 3,259 8,804 11,679
Rate per 10,000 population 5 8 7.9
Percent crippled from birth 36 37 49.9
Percent crippled by age 15 - 65 67 73.7
Percent crippled due to disease 45 45 26.4

1 The rate of incidence of crippling in both Tegs in 1981 is almost
the same as in 1963. However, the percentage crippled from birth is higher
in 1981 with 50% compared to 37% in 1963 and 36% in 1946. On the other hand
the percentage crippled due to disease is lower in 1981 with 26.4% compared

i to 45% in both 1946 and 1963.

Multiple Disabilities

In the above analysis the different types of disabilities have been
considered taking a person suffering from any one of the disabilities e.g.
blindness, as one physically disabled person. A person suffering from more
than one disability say blindness and loss of one hand would have been inclu-
ded in the table on blind persons and again in the table on the disabled in
hands. Hence, adding all the blind, deaf, dumb, deaf-mute, disabled in hands
and disabled in legs would yield a figure somewhat higher than the actual
number of disabled persons with one or more of the specified disabilities.

In this section we consider persons with multiple disabilities.

% The total number of disabled with one or more of the disabilities
' under consideration but excluding any minor disabilities was 61,824, Of these
? 9,659 or 15.6 percent had more than one disability. ‘
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of the 33,976 blind, deaf, dumb and deaf-mute persons 30,716 (90.4%)
were free of any disability in hands or legs. The distribution of the 3,260
(9.6%) who had additional disabilities is shown in Table VII below.

TABLE VII : BLIND, DEAF, DUMB, AND DEAF-MUTE PERSONS WITH AN ADDITIONAL
DISABILITY BY TYPE OF ADDITIONAL DISABILITY.

Disability 1in Disability in

Total

Hands Legs
Blind 253 230 483
Deaf ~ 143 107 250
Dumb 1,174 613 1,787
Deaf-Mute 5N 229 740
2,081 1,179 3,260

It is also found that 6,399 persons had disabilities in both hands
and legs. Table VIII shows a cross-classification of such persons by type of
disability.

TABLE VIIT : PERSONS DISABLED IN HANDS AND LEGS BY TYPE OF DISABILITY 1IN
HANDS AND TYPE OF DISABILITY IN LEGS

Disabled in Hands Disability in Legs

Paralysis Paralysis Total
Loss of of Loss of of

One Leg One Leg Both Legs Both Legs

Loss of one hand 154 43 11 19 227

Paralysis of one hand 58 3,499 20 353 3,930
Loss of both hands 7 10 53 19 59
Paralysis of both hands 11 118 28 1,996 2,153

Total 230 3,670 112 2,387 6,399
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6,399 persons had a disability in both hands and legs. Of these 53
suffered from loss of both hands as well as both legs while 1,996 had para-
lysis of both hands as well as of both legs.
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r ' rPoRM F9
comnpomeria - PHYSICAL INFIRMITY SCHEDULE
Every nrm s bound by the Census
aautete o i etorien PULATION AND HOUSING, SRI LANKA - 1981
o ac . -
mn-m and vill not be wsed for tax- CENSUS OF PO ’
}:‘:’{,‘{'.:':."..ﬁ;‘;::‘;:’.;.:{ﬁ.":i Department of Census and Statistics
atatistical tebles. .
A'l - District A2 - AGA Divisi A3 -kl A 4 - Sector: AS - M.C./U.C./T.C./G.S.] A6 - Ward/Village /Estate| A 7 - Census Block No. |
. Urban/Rural /Estate Division ¢ |
: |
[T | [T 1 [
, [ [T I . 1
(a) Census unit No.
1.1 — + —
© Serlat o of waie (1TT11 LT T1 T 11 [T 11 T 11 [T T 1
1.2 Mame of disabled persom:
1.3 Serial Wo. of person in the .
S T T1 (111 [T1 [ T1 111 T 171
1.4 |sex: 1 - Male 1 - Male 1 - Male 1 - Male 1 - Male 1-Male
: : 2 - Fesple 2 - Female 2 - Female 2 - Pemale 2 ~ Female 2 - Female . ¢
Age: Enter-the qc in completed 1 1 }
1.5 years. ——l_] years _‘—‘ years _l_] yoars _r—l years _]_-I years —]__I years -
- Place of Birth:
1.6 | .lu-trh:lcouury [ ]dhn’ictlcotnny T Jaistricticountry| ‘ ‘diurh:/eom:ty [ districticountry | [ districticountry
1.7 (a): Whether blind/deaf or dumb: 1 = blind 1= bliﬂi 1 - blind 1 - blind 1 - blind . 1 - blind
* 2 - deaf 2 - deaf 2-‘“{ §-:ﬂ_f 2 ~ deaf" :-d:
3 - dumb 3 - dusb 3- - 3 - dumb - ,
4 - dumb & deaf & - dusb & deaf (-d\dldn! 4 = dumb & deaf 4 - dumb & deaf 4 - dumb & deaf
(b) Age at which blinduess/deatness/ 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth
dumbness occured:
years years years year! years years
(c) Cause .:‘ blindness/deatness/ 1 - since birth 1 - since bireh 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth
dumboass. . .
If the disability did not exist
at birth but occured aftervards
state the cause l '_'I [ ‘ i l ‘
1.8 | (a) Dissbility in bhands:. 1 - loss of one hand 1 - loss of one hand 1 - loss of one hand 1 - loss of one hand 1 - loss of one hand 1 ~ loss of one hand
: 2 - paralysis of one 2- .:r-lylh of one 2 - paralysis of one 2 - paralysis of cne 2- p-:lyuh of one 2- :::ly-ic of one
hand nd hand hand ha
3 loss of both hands | 3 - loss of both hands | 3 - loss of both hands | 3 - loss of both hands | 3 - loss of both hands 3 - loss of both bands
& - paralysis of buth | & - paralysis of both 4 - paralysis of buth 4 - ::::lyou of both 4 - paralysis of both 4 - rﬂ::lyul of buth
nds nds hands s hands hands
"(8) Age'at which disability in haugs | 98 - a€ birth 98 - st birth . 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98- - at birth
occured: '—r—l years —r—l years —T—“ years _r_" years “—Ij years _r"] yn'n
(c) Cause of disability in hands: 1 - eince birth 1 - since birth 1 ~ since birth 1 - since birth 1 - gince birth -1 - since birth
If the disability did not exist at ) :
birth but occured aftervards state
the cause: I _‘ _] ‘ I~ '-
1.9 | Disability in legs: 1 = loss of one leg 1 = loss of one leg 1 - loss of one leg 1-~ loss of one leg 1 - loss of one leg 1 - loss of one leg
. - . 2 ~ paralysis of one 2 - paralysis of one 2 - paralysis of one 2 ~ paralysis of one 2- rnlyli- of one 2 - paralysis of one
leg leg leg leg e leg -
3 - loas of both legs | 3 - loas of both legs 3 = loss of both legs 3 - loss of both legs 3 - loss of both legs 3 - loss qf‘both legs
& - paralysis of both | 4 - paralysis of both® 4 - parilysis of both 4 - paralysis of both 4 - :anlyuh of both 4~ rulynl of both
legs legs - legs legs - legs . gt -
(b) Age. -& vhich disability in legs 98 - ac birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - ac birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth
occured: l
© ears rears ears years ‘years
||yun ||y ||y ||y || || '
(€) Cause’ ot disabilicy in legs: 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth
If the disability did mot exist r
at birth but occured aftervards _| _1
state the cause —‘I j —l j
L]
(s) Other disability: ‘
1.10 ? ——I —I "'l ——
Describe '_'] '—" -1
(b) Age at which other -disabilit: 98 -~ at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth “98 - at birth 98 - at birth 98 - at birth
occured: i . .
= S R i i SN i A I 8 B i i
(c) Cause of other dissbility: 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - simee birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birth 1 - since birtk
Tf the disability did mot exist ’
at birth but occured aftervards
state the cmise. '—] —-‘ —l _|’ | -
£ livelihood 1 = employment 1 = employment l-e-p 1 - employmen 1 - employment 1 - employmen
T11] Neans “- elihoods 2 - supported by femily |2 - supported by family - -upponed by fmmily] 2 - supported w familyl 2 - supported by f-ﬂy 2 - supported by family
or relations or relations or relations . or velations or relations or relations
3 = supported by an 3 - supported by an 3 - supported by an | 3 - supported by an 3- gupptta‘ by an 3 - !upportd by an
institution or sm institution or an institution or an - ln'tltnti:n or an mui;n:ti:n or an msd;nxgn or an
organization organization organization organization orgln zation organization
& - begging 4 - ing 4 =~ begging & - begging 4 - begs & - begging
$ - other, specify S - other, specify 5 - other, specify S - other, specify 5 - othsr. specify S ~ other, :p«:iQ
1.12 Whether living in an Institution: 1~ Yes 1 - Yes 1 - Yes 1~ Yes 1 1 - Yes
' 2-MN 2-¥ 2-No 2 - Mo 2 z-%
1.13] occupation: If code 1.is circled in
cagel.ll describe
occupation
Printed By: " Printing Division, Dept. of Census & Statistics, P.0.. Box 563, Colombo 7.
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