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Preface

Accurate information, undoubtedly, is an essential tool in monitoring the development
and improvement of quality in an existing system, in addition to its {raditional role in
planning. The annual School Census carried out by the Statistics Branch of the Ministry
of Education has bsen the major source for the last four decades in providing such
information on General Education in Sri Lanka.

This impenant annual event has always been succassiully accomplighed with the active
contribution of various officers at all levels in the general sducation system. Therefore, |
would like to express my gratitude to the officers from the Provincial Depariments of
Education, Zonal Education Offices, Divisional Education Offices and Principals of all
schools for their co-operalion, without which we would net havas been able o cary out
this task successiuily every year.

This publication has been organized and prepared by the Statistics Branch of this
Ministry for the last eight years. | wish to thank them for their hard work in bringing out
this publication.

| sinceraly hope that this publication would be of immense use to policy designers,
education planners as well as to researchers in their educational pursuits.

W

Secretary

Ministry of Education
‘Isurupays’
Battaramuila

16™ March, 2006
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Schools

1 AB schools

1 C schools
Type 2 schools
Type 3 schools

Sinhala only

Tamil only

Sinhala and Tamil

Sinhala and English

Tamil and English

Sinhala, Tamil and English

1-50 students

51 -100 students

101 - 150 students
151 - 200 students
201 - 500 students
501 - 1000 students
1061 - 1500 students
1501 - 2000 students
2001 - 3000 students
3001 - 4000 students

4001 students and above

1 teacher schools

2 teacher schools

3-9 teachers

10-25 teachers

26-50 teachers

51-100 teachers

101 teachers and above

National Schools
Navodya Schools

Pupils

1 AB schools

1 C schools
Type 2 schools
Type 3 schools

Male students
Female students

Basic Indicators in Government schools

9,727

646
1,810
4,237
3.034

6,500
2,825
40
249
86

27

1,533
1,358
1,082
886
2,542
1,336
492
210
191
59

28

167
350
2,920
4,217
1,407
528
138

324
388

3,942,412

1,243,851
1,262,387
1,093,922

342,262

1,964,355
1,978,057

Primary cycle 1,611,132
{Grade 1-5 & Special Education)

Junior Secondary cycle 1,339,182
(Grade 6 - 9)

Senior Secondary cycle 620,246
{Grade 10-11)

Collegiate cycle 371,852

(Grade 12-13)

Teachers 187,339
Graduate teachers 51,929
Trained teachers 127,936
Untrained teachers 4,050
Trainee teachers 1,489
Other teachers 1,935
1 AB schools 48,870
1 C schools 57,233
Type 2 schools 62,856
Type 3 schools 18,380
Student teacher ratio 21
Students/graduate teacher ratio 76
Student/trained teacher ratic 31
Student/untrained teacher ratio 527
1 AB schools 25
1 C schools 22
Type 2 schools 17
Type 3 schools 19
Boys schools 26
Girls schools 26
Mixed schools 20
Grade 1 admissions 318,089
1 AB schools 59,855
1 C schools 91,719
Type 2 schools 100,753
Type 3 schools 65,762
Male 161,793
Female 156,296
L3
Sinhala medium 226,076
Tamil medium 91,973

English medium 40



Grade 1 new admissions - 2005
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Introduction

This report presents the preliminary findings of the School Census 2005, which was
carfied out as at 1* June 2005. This census, which has been carried out by the
ministry for the last 40 years, covers all government schools in the country.
Information about the school, students, teachers, non-academic staff and the
physical facilities available is coliected using 2 forms. In addition, separate censuses
are carried out to collect information from private schools, pirivenas, Teacher
Training Colleges and National Colleges of Education.

(1) Districts, Education Zones and Education Divisions by province

Province No. of No. of education | No. of education
districts zones divisions

Western 3 11 38
Central 3 15 33
Southern 3 11 39
Northern } 5 12 33

 Eastern 3 12 44

| North Western 2 8 31
North Central 2 8 30
Uva 2 8 23
Sabaragamuwa 2 7 27
Sri Lanka 25 92 298

* Northem and Eastern provinces are amalgamated and is called North Eastern Province.
Functional grade wise comparison of basic information

{2) Schools, Students, Teachers and Grade 1 admissions by functional grade of school

Student
Grade 1 teacher
Type of school Schools Students Teachers admissions ratio
1AB 646 1,243,851 48,870 59,855 255
6.6 318 26.1 18.8
1C 1,810 1,262,387 57,233 91,719 221
18.6 320 306 28.8
Type 2 4,237 1,093,922 62,856 100,757 7.4
436 277 3386 3.7
Type 3 3,034 342,252 18,380 65,762 18.6
31.2 8.7 9.8 207
Total 9,727 3,942,412 187,339 318,093 21.0
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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(3) Schools, Students and teachers in National, Navodya and other schools

Schools Students Teachers
No. % No. % No. %
National Schools 324 33 719,871 18.3 28,216 15.1
Navodya Schools 388 4.0 418,318 10.6 17,286 9.2

Other Provincial Schools 9,015 92.7 2,804,223 7.1 141,837 75.7

All schools 9,727 100.0 3,842,412 100.0 187,339 100.0

» Although the national schools represent a mere 3.3 per cent of all schools, almost
one fifth of Sri Lankan children are attending those schools.



. Navodya schools, which were selected to be developed under DSD schools
project in year 2001, were started with the intention of reducing the existing high
demand for the national schools. There were 388 such schools in June 2005.

Schools by functional grade

(4) Schools by functional grade and province

Province 1AB 1C Type2 Type3 Tolal

Weslern 157 246 654 300 1,357
Central 89 303 518 556 1,466
Southern 91 236 546 227 1,100
Northern 64 113 304 408 889
Eastern 57 165 356 403 971
North Western FAl 260 642 251 1,224
North Central 30 143 342 266 781
Uva 40 157 382 251 830
Sabaragamuwa 47 197 493 372 1,109
Sri Lanka 646 1,810 4,237 3,034 9,727

« 646 (6.6 per cent) schools have Advanced Level science stream classes.

« 1,810 (18.1 per cent) schools have Advanced Level Arts and/or Commerce
stream classes.

« Almost one third of the schools have classes only up to Grade 5 or Grade 8.

Schools by teacher population

(5) No. and Percentage of schools by no. of teachers

No. of teachers No. of schools
No. of schools %
1 teacher ‘ 167 1.7
2 teachers 350 3.6
3 - 5teachers 1,474 15.2
6-10 teachers 1,776 18.3
11-15 teachers 1,923 19.8
16-20 teachers 1,318 13.5
21-50 teachers 2,053 211
50-100 teachers 528 5.4
>100 teachers 138 1.4
Total 9,727 100.0

« Of all the schools in the country, 167 (1.7 per cent) have only a single teacher.



Schools by medium of instruction

{6) Schools by medium of instruction

Province Sinhala Tamil  Sinhala Sinhala TYamil Sinhala, Total

& Tamil & & Tamil &

English__English _English
Western 1,133 107 18 76 12 11 1,357
Central 877 517 13 7 10 12 1,466
Southern 1,024 37 4 33 1 1 1,100
Northern 18 842 - - 29 - 889
Eastern 239 708 1 2 21 - o71
North Western 1,032 149 2 35 5 1 1,224
North Centrat 673 85 1 22 - - 781
Uva 613 183 - 21 2 1 830
Sabaragamuwa 891 187 1 23 6 1 1,109
Sri Lanka 6,500 2,825 40 249 86 27 9,727

« 3 or more subjects for at least one grade are taught in English medium in 362
schools distributed throughout the island while 9,325 (95.9 per cent) are single
medium schools.

Students by medium of study

(7) Students by medium of study and province

Province Sinhala Tamil £nglish Total
Western 789,442 79,121 10,879 879,442
Central 346,943 168,747 4,469 520,189
Scuthern 495,281 13,404 4,442 513,127
Northern 2,774 262,034 1,338 266,146
Eastern 77.810 297,785 1,261 376,856
North Western 395,506 67,806 5,422 468,734
North Central 230,588 24,434 1,300 256,320
Uva 237,523 48,355 1,689 287,567
Sabaragamuwa 326,292 44,774 2,995 374,061

2,902,157 1,006,460 33,785 3,942 412
Sri Lanka 73.6 25.5 09 100.0

s G.C.E.(Advanced Level) examination is normally held in April, but due to the
impact of theTsunami it was postponed to the first week of June. Therefore
officially there were 4 batches of A/L students (A/L 2007 batch, A/L 2006 batch,
AJL 2005 first time batch and A/L 2005 second time batch) in schools at the time
of the census and hence the number of students has increased in 2005
compared to recent years.

e Less than 1% of total students study in English medium in any grade.



Province

Waeslern
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Southern §

Northern
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MNorth Weslern [
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Students by medium of study
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Schools by size of student population
(8) Schools by size of student population
Schools with
501- 1001-
) <50 51-100 101-200 201-500 >2500
Province 1000 2500 Total
students students students students students  students students
Western 115 135 222 377 234 214 60 1,357
Central 254 237 307 363 180 107 18 1,466
Southern 125 142 236 315 147 106 29 1,100
Northern 180 140 174 225 123 43 4 8839
Eastern 89 148 215 265 172 79 3 a71
North Western 210 164 275 315 144 94 22 1,224
North Central 160 130 149 196 g6 43 7 781
Uva 147 113 174 221 107 62 6 830
Sabaragamuwa 253 149 226 265 133 69 14 1,109
SriLanka No. 1,533 1,358 1,978 2,542 1,336 817 163 9,727
% 14.0 20.3 26.1 13.7 84 1.7 100.0

15.8

e 15.8 percent of all schools have less than 51 students.

+ On average there are 405 students in a school. Median size of a school is 200

students, i.e. exactly half of the schools in the country have less than 200

students while the other half has more than 200 students.
» Number of small schools has been on the increase in the recent years. 1,533

schools (15.8 percent) have less than 51 students this year compared to 1,253

(12.4 percent) schools in 1997.



201-500 students
26.1%

Schools by size of student population

501-1000
students
13.7%

>1000 students

10.1%
- <50 students
101-200 students 15.8%
20.3% §1-100 students
o ~ B 14.0% ~
Teachers by major qualification category
(8) Teachers by major qualification category
Unirained
Absorbed  Not absorbed
Province Graduates  Trained to SLTS o SLTS Others Total

Western 12,711 23,573 521 159 246 37,210
Central 7,097 18,834 435 226 595 27,187
Southern 7,867 17,214 338 88 75 25,582
Northern - 3,440 7,021 704 109 185 11,459
Zastern 3,222 11,420 879 101 393 16,015
North Western 7.312 16,704 348 116 327 24,807
North Central 2,381 9,084 226 163 41 11,805
Uva 3,173 10,598 301 424 38 14,534
Sabaragamuwa 4,726 13,478 298 103 35 18,640
Sri Lanka 51,929 127,936 4,050 1,489 1,935 187,339

€8.3 2.2 0.8 1.0 100.0

27.7

Graduate teachers
Trained teachers

Unirained teachers
i) Untrained {SLTS)

ii} Teacher trainees
{Non SLTS)
i) Other teachers

- Graduates, post graduate degree/diploma holders and graduate trainees
- Teachers passed oul from Teacher Training Colleges/ National Colieges of
Education and teachers having 2 year diploma in Science/Mathematics

- Untrained teachers and 2-3 ysar diploma holders (absorbed to Sri Lanka
Teachers’ Service)
- Teachers not absorbed to Sri Lanka Teachers' Service

- Teachers paid by other government institutes and teachers palid by non
governmental institutes/organisations.




« 96 per cent of the teachers in government schools are either graduates or
trained teachers.

 Approximately 2000 teachers are not paid by a government institute or the
Ministry/Provincial Ministry of Education. They are either paid by the school
development funds or funds provided by well wishers. This includes teachers
who work in schools on a part time basis.

Teachers by qualification

Percentage
100%
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60%

40%

20%
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Province

|
|
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'®m Graduates @ Trained N Untrained |

Gross student teacher ratio in govt. schools

{10) Student teacher ratio (STR) by province

Student/Graduate Student/Trained Student/Untrained Overall STR

Province teacher ratio teacher ratio leacher ratio
Waestern ‘ 69 37 950 23
Central 73 28 414 19
Southern 65 30 1,024 20
Northern 77 38 267 23
Eastern 117 33 274 23
North Western 64 28 593 19
North Central 108 28 596 21
Uva 91 27 377 19
Sabaragamuwa 79 28 858 20
Sri Lanka 76 31 527 21

» Western, Northern and Eastern Provinces have the highest student teacher ratio
while students in the Central, North Western and Uva provinces are fortunate to
have a student teacher ratio of 19:1

« Students in the Southern province can be considered privileged as there is only
one untrained teacher for 1000 students.



(11) Student teacher ratios of various schools

Province Student/ teacher ratio

Functional grade

1 AB 25
1C 22
Type 2 17
Type 3 19
Sex of students in school

Boys 26
Girls 26

Mixed 20

Medium of instruction

Sinhala only ) 19
Tamil only ' 24
Sinhala and Tamil 23
Sinhala and English 25
Tamil and English ' 25
Sinhala Tamil and English 25
Ali schools 21

(1231 teacher and 2 teacher schools by student teacher ratio

1 teacher 2 teacher
STR ___schools schools
1 student per teacher 0 1
2 students per teacher 3 3
3 students per teacher 3 8
4 students per teacher 4 12
5 students per teacher 3 12
6 students per teacher 4 23
7 students per teacher 9 13
8 students per teacher 4 17
9 students per teacher 2 22
10-20 students per teacher 37 121
21-30 students per teacher 30 57
31-40 students per teacher 26 28
41-50 students per teacher 13 11
51-75 students per teacher 21 15
76 or more students per teacher 8 7
All schools 167 350

When STRs are compared
by functional grade of school,
Type 2 schools have the
lowest student teacher ratio.

Mixed schools have the most
desirable STR than single
sex schools.

It is evident that schools with
English medium have a
slightly higher STR than
schools without English
medium at any level.

e |tis evident that out of
alt the schools with
only one teacher,
some even have more
than 75 students.

¢ 7 schools in the island
have more than 150
students but only 2
teachers.
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Admissions to Grade one by gender and medium of study

{13) Grade 1 admissions by medium, gender and province

Gender Medium of study - Total
Pravince Male Female Sinhala Tamil English

Western 36,977 36,045 65,082 7.040 0 73,022
Central 20,700 19,862 25,041 15,521 0 40,562
Southern 20,383 19,425 38,472 1,296 40 39,808
Northern 11,484 11,117 232 22,369 0 22,601
Eastern 18,749 16,028 5765 27,010 0 32,775
North Western 19,312 18,649 31,411 6,550 0 37,961
North Central 9,814 9,641 16,910 2,545 0 19,455
Uva 11,307 10,942 17,406 4,843 0 22,249
Sabaragamuwa 15,067 14,589 24,857 4,799 0 29,656
SriLanka No. 161,793 156,296 226,076 91,973 40 318,089

% 50.9 49.1 711 28.9 0.0 100.0

+ Boys slightly outnumber girls in grade 1 admissions in all nine provinces.

+ Grade one admissions have increased to 318,089 in 2005 compared to 302,000
in 2004.

e Almost a quarter of the students enrolled in grade 1 this year, have been
admitted to schools in Western Province.



Mid Year Population and Ed ucational Institutes - 2005
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Table 19 - Schools by gross pupil teacher ratio and district
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Table 30 - Teacher Training colleges (TTCs) and National Colleges of Education {NCsOE)

National Colleges of

Teacher Training Colleges Education
No. of Colleges 10 17
No. of Teacher Trainees 1,625 9,276
No. of Teacher Educators 132 542
No. passed out during the inter censal period 671 3,237

(1st June 2004 to 31st May 2005)

Source: School Census { TTCs & NCsOE) 2005, Provisional

Census of Government schools
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